Christ the King Catholic Nursery and
Primary School

Ducklings Meeting

Tuesday 8th September



Things to Remember Every Day

#%/ Named Water Bottle
£%'Book Bag
%% The gates open at 8:40am for morning drop off. Pick

up is on the far end of the playground at 3:20pm.



Christ the King offers a Breakfast Club and After School Club facility.

Breakfast Club After School Club

Times: 07:30 - 08:30 Times: 15:20 - 18:00

There are some extra-curricular activities that Ducklings children can participate
in. The costs for these clubs vary.



A1l children in Ducklings are offered a free school lunch. This
lTunch i1ncludes a vegetarian and jacket potato option.

Children currently have the option to purchase additional
drinks at a small charge.

Snack and Milk
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n Ducklings we have lots of
learning fun! We learn through play,
by exploring different resources anc
experimenting with new i1deas. The
curriculum 1s planned around the

following areas.



¥ EngTish fUArt
#¥Mathematics #¥Design and Technology
£¥ Personal, Social & (DT)

Emotional Development #&¥ Computing
#¥Humanities (History £¥RE

and Geography) £¥PE - Chivdren bring in PE kit and

change 1in school.

f¥Music



“’Reading

“Phonics




Why is reading for
pleasure vital?

--------------------------------------------------

Student A Reads Student B Reads Student C Reads
*| % 20 minutes per day. 5 minutes per day. <% | minute per day
«| % 3,600 minutes per school year. | <%

2l 1,800,000 words per year.

900 minutes per school year. % 180 minutes per school year. | .
282,000 words per year. . % 8,000 words per year. :

* K/
0.0 0| o

] SESE | SESE &
«| #*Scores in the 90" percentile on +%Scores in the 50% percentile on +%*Scores in the 10% percentile on
*|  standardized tests. standardized tests. slandardized tests.

° | If they start reading for 20 minutes per night in Kindergarten, by the end of 6% grade, Student A will have read for the |
equivalent of 60 school days, Student B will have read for 12 school days, and Student C will have read for 3.

Why Your Child Can't Skip Their
20 Minutes of Reading Tonight

James Travis

ight, reads only 4 minutes per night
5 times per ~ornot at all

In one week:

tming . -
minutes of reading 5 minutes of reading

In one month:

AP ( (- . -

In one school year (9 months):

:::::::::::

0. @ ® ..7%°

By the end of eighth grade:
28,800
minutes o

i
t f reading

; 5760
Loy minutes of reading

A

Which student would you expect to read better?

Which student would you expect to know more?

Which student would you expect to write better?

Which student would you expect to have a better vocabulary?

Which student would you expect to be more successful in school and life?
How do you think each student will feel about himself as a learner? GREER GENIUS




L W0 S T WO S TS P I
Twinkle, Twinkle ONE, TWO, THREE,
Little Star FOUR, FIVE
. vall"'::;l":"u:”” One, Two, three, Four, Five.
E Up above the world so high Once I caught a fish alive.
arly Reading and Rhyme
oo B fhen T lef it go again

l—] why did you let it go? ; §
4 tegpause he bit my finger so. if]

Whg encourage the use of rhgmes? .\'@1‘ £ pMich finger did he bite?
ANy

o Thfb‘ tle Finger on the right. H

Some of the benefits of rhgmes for children include:

. Repe‘cL’cLon of rhgmes and singing supports Lcmguage and LL’ceracg deveLopmen’c

* Children will take comfort from rhgmes when ’cheg are repea’ced and become familiar
. Rhgmes are portab[e p[ag 1ch'mgs - ’cheg can be sung or said any time, any p[ace

. Through rhymes, children rxa’cura[[y learn essential skills for communicating, such as tum—’cakmg
and jo'm'mg Ltn

Evidence shows that FamLLLarL‘cg with rhgmes makes Learn'mg to read easier. This is because:

* Rhymes help children decode words (by detecting the phonetic constituents) for example recognising that cat

rhymes with mat. Rhyming words also have similar spellings.

* There is also a link between rhyming with children and their phonemic awareness (the ability to hear the
sounds and distinguish between them in the English language) Research highlights phonemic awareness as a
strong predictor ot a child’s reading success.

* Knowledge of rhymes helps children progress in reading once they start school, regardless of socio-economic
background. general intelligence or memory ability .



The children will continue to have Homework books this year. Each new term there will be a new set of
activities for you to participate with and complete with your child. Books will go out on Wednesdays and are
expected back on the following Tuesday. This is meant to be a fun an engaging way to continue what we are
learning in school at home.

Every week your child will need to complete a literacy task (green section) OR a maths task (blue section) Please try to alternate between
pliteracy and maths tasks each week. Please complete at least one topic activity (purple section per term). Please read every day.

bring in a photo or drawing of a
minibeast

Explore outdoors together. If your
child finds a minibeast, help them
take a photo or make a very simple
mark or scribble. You can label it
for them. Encourage pointing or
showing rather than speaking.

Life Cycle Poster

Use real objects, toys, or pictures
to show a simple life cycle (e.g.,
egg — chick — chicken). No writing
needed—your child can place
items in order or choose between
two options.

Plants

Go on a walk —what plants can you
see? Let your child smell, touch, or
point to plants. You may take
photos and talk about them later.

Instructions

Take pictures of your child doing a
daily routine. Stick photos in order
to make a visual instruction
sequence.

Counting.

Can you count forwards and
backwards to 10 and then 207 Can
you count further than 207 Play a
board game and practise counting
and reading numbers.

Count objects together using real
items like blocks or snacks. Let
your child drop items into a
container while you count aloud.

Positions

Explore positions using toys or
objects: in, on, under, behind, next
to. Model language while your
child places or points to items—no
speech required. Take pictures to
show different positions.

Adding and subtracting
1. Take turns to roll the dice.
Collect the right amount of
buttons. Add them up as you go.
Who has the most at the end of 4
rolls?
2. Start with 10 buttons each.
Roll the dice and take
away the number. How
many have you got left?
Who has the most left at
the end.

Facts to make 5 and 10

What are all the pairs of numbers
to can find that add to 5 and to 107
Can you use a five frame or ten
frame to help you?

'+ S

Plants and flowers

What plants have you seen in our
local area? Which ones can you
name? Provide sensory art
materials to create a plant picture.
Your child can choose textures and
colours.

Floating and Sinking

Can you explain what float and
sink mean? Find some different
things around the house —which
things do you think will sink and
which will float. Test them out in
the sink —were you right?

Make a minibeast mask

Using any materials, make a mask
of your favourite minibeast. What
colours will it need to have? Can
you tell us about your minibeast?

Transportation

Explore different types of
transport using toys, pictures, or
real vehicles seen outside. Can you
point to, choose, or match vehicles
such as cars, buses, trains, bikes, or
planes? Can you make a simple
collage or place vehicles into
groups (e.g., things that go on
land, water, or in the air)?




Joining in school prayers

We are a Catholic school and we pray
regularly during the school day. This gives
the children quiet time to talk to God, to say
thank you and to ask for help. It will help
your child enjoy prayer time if they
understand what prayer is and they are able
to sit quietly during prayer time. You can
help by saying family prayers together at
home. You can also practice saying the
school prayer with your child before they
start school.




Recognising their own name
Your child is not expected to recognise letters and numbers
when they start school, but it will help them if they can
recognise their own name. They will see it written on their
coat peg and school uniform and belongings, so
recognising their own name will help them to identify their
own things. They will also write their name on any work
they do. You can help them by practicing writing their
name with them before they start school. Start by getting
them to trace over their name, and place name labels
around your home so they can find and recognise them.




Encouraging self-care

When your child comes to school, they will be
encouraged to be more independent. So, they will usually
be expected to go to the toilet by themselves. They
should be able to wipe and flush after they have been to
the toilet and be able to wash their hands with soap and
water. If your child is not yet confident in going to the
toilet independently, encourage them to practice in the
months before they start school. We are happy to help
any child that needs it, and we will always be supportive
if a child has a toilet accident.




Getting dressed and undressed independently
During the school day, your child will be taking off
their coat and shoes. Your child will find it much
easier to do this by themselves if their clothes and
shoes are easy for them to take off and put on. We
recommend buying shoes with Velcro fastenings
rather than laces, and clothes with big buttons and
easy zips. Children often enjoy dressing-up games
so encourage them to practice ‘getting ready’ for
school at home in the weeks before they start
school.




Using cutlery
We have staff to look after the children when they
have their lunch, but it will help your child if they
are able to use cutlery and feed themselves
independently. They will feel more confident and
grown-up. We are a very caring and kind school
and we always encourage good table manners, so

help your child practice at home before they come
to school.




Questions?
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